OUTLINES CRUISING NEWS
HOTEL BARGE CRUISING, BOAT & NARROWBOAT HIRE, BIKE & BARGE & LUXURY CRUISES
If you are receiving our e-newsletter for the first time, welcome, and if you are a regular reader, welcome
back. If you are interested in past copies they are stored on our website: http://bit.ly/1NR5eqK. To change
your address, add the name of a friend or to stop receiving this material please contact us immediately.

GERMANY - BIKE & BARGE CYCLING CRUISE SAVINGS
Save AU$150 per person on selected departures in April 2018

Sail and ride along two of Germany’s most scenic and romantic rivers, the River Saar and Moselle in
springtime and secure last minute discounts from Outdoor Travel. April is a wonderful time to visit Europe.
The weather is generally mild and pleasant, flowers and trees are in bloom, and tourist attractions lack the
overwhelming crowds of the European summer.
Enjoy self-guided cycling along well defined mostly flat sealed pathways. Enjoy wooded hills and steep award
winning vineyards, explore castles, small towns and villages, astounding Roman history and wine tasting.
These Bike & Barge trips combine easy to moderate cycling with river or canal cruising. They allow partners of
different abilities to holiday together, you unpack once and come ‘home’ each night to a wonderful meal and
comfortable cabin. Multi-geared touring bikes provided or bring your own. E-Bikes hire also available.
Last minute booking offer: for all NEW bookings departing 14th or 28th April 2018 we offer the reduced price of
$1465 per person twin share for 8-days/7-nights (was $1615). See details on the website: http://bit.ly/2ny48Kc

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for a quote & reservations

EUROPEAN SELF-SKIPPERED MOTOR CRUISING HOLIDAYS
Cruise in Holland from our base at Vinkeveen, south of Amsterdam, for access to the colourful tulip fields and
gardens of the Dutch countryside, including Keukenhof, one of the largest flower gardens in the world, with
over seven million tulips, daffodils, hyacinth and many other flowers.
Cruise in Alsace, and look for the pinks and whites of cherry blossoms and flowering almond trees and the
green tendrils of grapevines unfolding in vineyards. Alsace borders Germany (and indeed has shifted hands
between France and Germany many times over the centuries), and offers a uniquely Alsatian mix of French
and Germanic culture and influences. Cruising in Alsace offers a choice of canal or river cruising (or both, if
time permits) as well as the iconic Arzviller inclined plane boat lift. Our two bases in Alsace are both
conveniently close to Strasbourg, accessible from Paris by TGV or from Frankfurt in just over 2 hours.
Boat hire cost includes hire of a fully equipped boat, a boat handling demonstration, technical support and on
board cruise and tourist information. Cabins have comfortable beds with linen and towels supplied, bathrooms
have hot showers, and the galley kitchen is fully equipped with dishes, utensils, cooking pots and more.
Boat hire is available in all of the most popular destinations in Europe, including France, Italy, Belgium,
Holland, Germany, Ireland and Great Britain. Boat hire is now available in Canada, along the tranquil and
beautiful Rideau Canal in Ontario, easily accessible from Canada’s capital city, Ottawa.
Call us today on 1800 331 582 for your free quote.
For more details see our brochure: http://bit.ly/2hsxBSV

UK NARROWBOAT CANAL BOAT HOLIDAYS
“Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing – absolutely nothing – half so much worth doing as simply
messing about in boats…. Simply messing... about in boats, or with boats….”
So says the Water Rat in Kenneth Grahame’s classic The Wind in the Willows, neatly summing up the beauty
and delight of a traditional narrowboat holiday in the UK. Relax and unwind with a slower pace of life, gaining a
new perspective of the towns, villages and cities of Britain. Your only responsibilities are to stay safe and
return the boat on time – otherwise do what you like, when you like.
Our narrowboats are fully equipped, carefully crafted and high quality, with modern amenities and comfortable
furnishings, in a range of styles and layouts, sleeping up to 12 passengers, and Outdoor Travel offers all the
most popular cruising rings. Cruise along the Kennet and Avon Canal to historic Bath. Explore the industrial
history of the Midlands, Manchester or Birmingham. Meander up the River Thames to that ancient centre of
learning, Oxford. Link the two rival cities of Scotland, Edinburgh and Glasgow, with a cruise from the marina at
Falkirk. Take in the beautiful scenery of Shropshire and northern Wales and admire the engineering skills
required to build the Llangollen Canal and Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.
Hire periods are weekly (Saturday to Saturday), mid-week (Monday to Friday) or long weekend (Friday to
Monday), or ask about longer hires (10- and 11-day hires or multiple weeks). Get a large group together and
receive up to 5% off your multiple boat hire.
To view our flyer with more information on narrowboat bases and boats, see http://bit.ly/2zSWjpm
For a FREE QUOTE on your UK boating holiday:
Call 1800 331 582 or email us now with your proposed start date and cruise duration (full week, mid-week or
long-weekend), your budget, total number of passengers and preferred number of beds/cabins and the region
you wish to cruise.

LUXURY HOTEL BARGING IN EUROPE
HUGE SAVINGS ON CABINS & SELECTED CHARTERS & NO SINGLE SUPPLMENT DATES FOR 2018
Our luxury hotel barge holidays are a glorious way to explore Europe in-depth. The relaxed travel pace allows
you to immerse yourself in the culture, history and gastronomy of the regions. Each day join a unique
excursion offering an ‘insider experience’ allowing you to get off the beaten tourist track, meet new and
interesting people and delve into lives of locals, or learn more about local arts and crafts, food and drink.
These luxury holidays are all-inclusive; prices include accommodation in an comfortable and spacious airconditioned cabin; all meals, with gourmet cuisine prepared by an onboard master chef; an open bar fully
stocked with a wide selection of local beverages, fine wine and non-alcoholic drinks; all daily escorted
excursions with travel in chauffeured air-conditioned Mercedes mini-bus; local transfers to/from the barge at
the start and end of the cruise; use of all on-board facilities including bicycles, boules, library, WiFi (where
available), Jacuzzi or spa pool (on certain vessels). The crew on these hotel barges are experienced, attentive
and highly professional. Mainly British or French, they all speak fluent English and their service is top-notch.
Each barge in the European Waterways fleet has been carefully designed and fitted out with utmost attention
to detail to provide luxury boutique accommodation from 4 to 20 passengers.
These barges, with their small capacity, are also perfect for a group of family or friends to charter for exclusive
use and enjoy their own bespoke private cruise. Interested? Ask us about charter rates.
LOOK AT OUR SAVINGS ON NEW CRUISE BOOKINGS MADE & DEPOSITED BY 15TH FEBRUARY 2018

Barge
Burgundy, France
L’Art de Vivre

Discount available

Select offer dates in 2018 *

20% off per cabin
20% off per charter
10% off per charter

8th, 29th April
15th April
13th May, 10th, 17th, 24th June

L’Impressionniste

20% off per cabin
20% off per charter

22nd April
15th, 29th April

Finesse

20% off per cabin
20% off per charter
10% off per charter

1st April
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th April, 6th May
1st, 8th, 15th July

La Belle Epoque

20% off per charter
10% off per charter

8th, 29th April
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th July

Burgundy & Loire Valley, France
Renaissance
20% off per cabin
20% off per charter
10% off per charter
Canal du Midi, France
Anjodi

15th April
8th, 22nd, 29th April
24th June, 1st, 8th, 15th July

20% off per cabin
20% off per charter
10% off per charter

1st April
8th April
8th, 22nd, 29th July, 5th, 19th, 26th August

20% off per charter

1st, 29th April

20% off per cabin
20% off per charter

6th, 27th May
29th April, 20th May

10% off per cabin

5th, 12th, 19th, 26th August

20% off per cabin
20 % off per charter

1st April, 6th May
25th March, 8th April

Holland & Belgium
Panache

20% off per cabin

20th May

Belgium & France
Panache

20% off per cabin

27th May

Enchanté
Gascony, France
Rosa
Bordeaux, France
Rosa
Holland
Panache

Picardy, Northern France & Paris
Panache
20% off per charter
Venice & Po Valley, Italy
La Bella Vita

Caledonian Canal, Scotland
Scottish Highlander
Spirit of Scotland
River Thames, England
Magna Carta

3rd June

20% off per cabin
20% off per charter
10% off per cabin

6th May
15th, 29th April
10th June

20% off per charter
10% off per cabin

15th, 22nd April
22nd April

20% off per cabin
20% off per charter

22nd April
1st, 15th April

* Offers valid for new bookings made and deposited before 15th February 2018.
* Terms and conditions apply, subject to availability, cannot be combined with other offers.

Sample savings:
Save up to $1800 per person off the Stateroom price on the ultra-deluxe Finesse, a new barge in just her
second season plying the waters of Burgundy, departing 1st April 2018*
Save up to $1200 per person off the cost of a Suite on the Magna Cart on the Royal River Thames in England,
departing 22nd April 2018*
Save up to $1220 per person off the Stateroom price on Anjodi on the Canal du Midi, departing 1st April 2018*
Save up to $1140 per person off the cost of a Stateroom on La Bella Vita in the Venetian Lagoon and Po River
Delta, departing 6th May 2018*

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT ON SELECTED CRUISES*
A fantastic special offer for solo travellers – no single supplement applies on the following barges and
departures in 2018:
Renaissance, Burgundy & Loire Valley
La Belle Epoque, Burgundy
Panache, Holland
L’Art de Vivre, Burgundy
L’Impressionniste, Burgundy
La Bella Vita, Venice & Po Delta, Italy
Anjodi, Canal du Midi

15th April 2018
20th May 2018
1st April or 6th May 2018
8th or 29th April, 2018
22nd April 2018
6th May 2018
1st April 2018

save up to $3255
save up to $2935
save up to $2935
save up to $2540
save up to $2540
save up to $2300
save up to $2220

* Offers valid for new bookings made and deposited before 15th February 2018.
* Terms and conditions apply, subject to availability, cannot be combined with other offers.
HOTEL BARGE CRUISING NOW AVAILABLE FOR BOOKINGS FOR 2019:
Planning on a cruise in 2019, our 2019 cruises are now open for booking and all destinations (except Ireland)
2019 cruises can be booked now at 2018 rates.
For more details see our brochure at http://bit.ly/2ijcEcN
For 2018 cruise dates and prices please click on http://bit.ly/2xsRovr

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for a quote & reservations

BIKE & BOAT – DISCOVER NORTH, SOUTH & CENTRAL VIETNAM
15-days (14-nights) cycling & cruising – Ha Long Bay, Hoi An, Hanoi, Saigon and the Mekong Delta
For a holiday in Vietnam with a difference, consider this cycling and cruising small group tour. Vietnam is a
vibrant country full of serene natural beauty, bustling cities, and rural villages where time seems to have stood
still. Ancient and modern history, a reverence for tradition, and warm hospitality add to the charm and delight
of a Vietnamese holiday, and in recent years it has developed as an intriguing cycling destination.
Cycle beside lush green rice paddies, past water buffalo, temples and pagodas. Explore the fascinating,
otherworldly scenery of Ha Long Bay, with its jutting limestone islands covered in vegetation, by sea kayak
and sailing on a traditional Vietnamese junk. In central Vietnam see the imperial city of Hue, visit white-sand
beaches, and gain an insight into the lives of rural villagers. In south Vietnam we cruise the arms and
anabranches of the Mekong River and visit the islands of the Mekong Delta, aboard a traditionally-styled boat
reminiscent of the old Vietnamese travelling barques. The tour starts in Hanoi and ends in Ho Chi Minh City.
For more details please call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see http://bit.ly/2vGh5Ga

CRUISING ROUND-UP
Cruising holidays continue to be wildly popular with Australian travellers – from South Pacific cruises on multilevel ships to expedition cruises on ice-breakers in the Arctic and Antarctic. Here’s a round-up of cruise news:
Cruising in Asia:
The allure of Asia has always been strong – whether Bali or Phuket, Singapore or China. Cruising in Asia has
been possible for many years but it’s only been the past few seasons that its popularity has surged and cruise
companies have begun to add more and more itineraries, ports and ships. Hong Kong and Singapore are two
of the main centres for ocean cruising in Asia, easily accessible by air from most Australian capital cities. One
of the best features of an Asian ocean cruise is that you can visit many destinations in the one holiday,
something that can be challenging and time-consuming by land. Southeast Asia cruises usually visit Thailand,
Cambodia and Vietnam, giving you a taste of beach time, ecotourism, bustling cities and culture. Cruise from
Singapore to Dubai, with calls in the islands of Thailand, Sri Lanka, Goa and Mumbai in India, and intriguing
Middle Eastern destinations like Muscat (Oman) and Abu Dhabi.
Cruising in Asia can also allow you to reach places that are not accessible by land – smaller, boutique ships
can dock in places like Borocay in the Philippines, Komodo Island in Indonesia, Georgetown (Penang) in
Malaysia and Hambantota in Sri Lanka, the gateway to Bundala National Park. River cruising in Asia also
opens up a number of interesting destinations – the Yangtze River, the Mekong River, the Irrawaddy in
Myanmar, India’s holy Ganges, and Vietnam’s Red River.
For information about Asia cruising, contact Yvette on 03 5750 1044 or email fares@outdoortravel.com.au
New Zealand Luxury Cruising:
New Zealand too is fast becoming a sought-after cruising destination,
offering matchless natural beauty, surprisingly cosmopolitan cities, and opportunities for outdoor and
adrenalin-inducing activities from wilderness walking to bungee-jumping. In keeping with the theme of ‘smaller
ships are better’, we offer an opportunity to explore New Zealand in the same way as you can on the small
luxury cruise boats and barges of France. The Island Passage is built to travel to inaccessible areas and

carries a helicopter, landing craft, tenders, and fishing and snorkelling equipment. With a maximum of just 24
passengers and ten crew members, she offers the highest level of comfort, with spacious and luxuriously
appointed cabins and staterooms, a large saloon and generous outdoor spaces. In New Zealand she travels to
the Bay of Islands in the winterless North, and to Fiordland National Park in the South Island.

For more information, call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see http://bit.ly/2rcG2J4
Smaller ships are better: Consumer group Which recently conducted a passenger survey of cruise
companies. Regardless of the results for each individual cruising company, big brand or budget, small name or
luxury, those who sailed on small ships consistently reported a better cruising experience than those on larger
vessels. This of course is why at Outdoor Travel we’ve always been champions of Bike & Barge and Hotel
Barge holidays, on smaller ships that can navigate the canals and rivers of Europe, and where you get to know
your fellow passengers, your crew and guides, in a relaxed, house-party environment.
For more information about Bike & Barge cruises or Hotel Barges, visit our website www.outdoortravel.com.au
Expedition cruises:
Expedition cruising is the ultimate in getting to inaccessible places like the Arctic
and Antarctic; on the flip side it has long had the reputation of being austere and costly. However cruising
companies have launched more expedition ships, making these cruises more attainable than ever, whether
you’re looking for a wildlife experience in the Galapagos Islands, a cruise along the Kimberley coast, or a
journey up the Amazon River in Peru or Brazil. Some of these ships are more luxuriously appointed, with hightech toys like helicopters and submarines; many other add touches of comfort like high-end service – return to
your ship from a Zodiac excursion to be greeted by a butler with a warming hot chocolate or nip of whiskey.
And, new remote destinations are continually being added – in 2018 you’ll be able to visit places like Tristan
da Cunha Island, the most remote inhabited island in the world, halfway between South America and Africa.
For information on expedition cruising contact Yvette on 03 5750 1044 or email fares@outdoortravel.com.au
Call us at Outdoor Travel for a chat about your active holiday ideas or to make a reservation. Alternatively
call in to see us in our office in the centre of beautiful Bright in NE Victoria.
If you would like help with flights, travel insurance, accommodation and any other travel arrangements, please
call Yvette, Lucie or Kristen at our Fares Desk on (03) 57 501 044 or email fares@outdoortravel.com.au
On our Facebook Page you can see our latest offers and recent adventures. Find us here: FACEBOOK
Contact Outdoor Travel directly for more details and reservations





Call Toll free 1800 331 582 or (03) 57 551 743 or Fax (03) 57 501 020
Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au
Web: www.outdoortravel.com.au
Mail: Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright, VIC 3741, Australia

