OUTLINES TRAVEL NEWS
BARGE CRUISING IDEAS, CHINA OUR NEW WALKING DESTINATION, BIKE & BARGE & OFFERS
If you are receiving our e-newsletter for the first time, welcome, and if you are a regular reader, welcome
back. If you are interested in past copies they are stored on our website: http://bit.ly/1NR5eqK. To change
your address, add the name of a friend or to stop receiving this material please contact us immediately.

ORDER YOUR NEW BOATING HOLIDAYS BROCHURES FOR 2019
Let us know if you want a free copy of either of these new brochures

Now that the 2018 European summer season is coming to an end, it’s the best time to start planning for
2019. The new brochure is being finalised now, complete our request form to receive your copy once printed:
http://www.outdoortravel.com.au/content/content/brochure
Here are the 2019 Hotel Barging dates and prices: https://bit.ly/2M5h9IP

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details & reservations

DISCOVER SECRET FRANCE BY BARGE
Why is France our most popular Luxury Hotel Barge destination?
The Canal du Midi is one of our most popular cruising regions in France – and for good reason. With a mix of
architecture and gourmet food, nature parks and easy cycling, there is something for everyone. Discover some
of the lesser known ports along the Canal, such as Narbonne. Once a busy seaport used as a trading post
along the Via Dolmitia, France’s southern highway in Roman times, Narbonne is an architectural mixture of
Gothic and Roman style building and bridges – a testament to the 2,500 year history of the city. Visit the
Archbishop’s Palace or shuffle through the Horreum (an underground labyrinth of ancient warehouses).
No trip to France is complete without delicious food, and Narbonne is no exception. You’ll delight in tasting the
pastries and cakes at the famed Patisserie Combot, with a stroll afterwards through the lagoons and vineyards
of the protected Wildlife Park. Once you’ve finished exploring, head to Narbonne Plage for a refreshing dip in
the Mediterranean.
Just outside of Narbonne, is the secluded, beautiful old city Minerve. Perched on a hilltop in the Occitanie
countryside, the main bridge leading into the village is closed to all vehicles not owned by residents – of which
there are less than 200. Stroll along the banks of the River Cessiere at the base of the town, or take some of
the stunning cliff walks which provide panoramic views of lush green hillsides for miles. Interestingly, 140
Cathars were burnt at the stake here in the 13th Century because they refused to give up their faith.
On all of our luxury barge tours, the daily excursions are a definite highlight to explore the regions a bit more in
depth. Europe has a long history of monarchies, wars, and something else, but it also has a living history still
in full colour today. When you think of French gardens, you instantly think of the impressive gardens of
Versailles. But have you heard of Chateau de Villandry in the Loire Valley? It was the last Renaissance
chateau to be built on the banks of the Loire in 1536. In 1906 the process of lovingly restoring the gardens to
their Renaissance glory began after years of being cultivated to resemble an English style landscape. The
gardens are open year round – but if you’re planning to go, we recommend going during the Nuits des Mille
Feux - The Night of a Thousand Lights, during which the gardens are illuminated with 2000 candles, lights
shows, and magnificent fireworks displays. The atmosphere feels like you’re at a festival and is a real treat that
you will remember forever. These luminous nights are very special occasions – only occurring twice during the
year. What better way to experience the beauty of these gardens then by travelling through France on our first
class luxury barge Nymphea. With only 6 passengers and ample space, Nymphea is the perfect size to cruise
through the shallow waterways of the Loire Valley. The sun deck with its comfortable seating offers the perfect
view to watch the picturesque landscapes of the Valley of the Kings as you glide by. Not to mention the crew’s
Captain and Master Chef who are experts in the history, wine and cuisine of this famed region.
Secrets of Paris
Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, Champs Elysees, The Louvre – there are plenty of landmarks to see as you spend
your days in Paris, although you’ll be vying with all the other tourists. Instead, why not head to Parc des
Buttes-Chaumont, one of the largest, and quietest, parks in Paris. Take a picnic for the day or walk around –
the park is built on an old quarry so there are plenty of gradient changes, as well as waterfalls, and a
suspension bridge – all in the heart of Paris. It’s a wonderful way to explore Paris at either the start or the end
of a luxury hotel barge tour to Burgundy or to the Venice of the North – Bruges.
For Francophiles & Turophiles
With over 700 different varieties of cheese produced in France, it is the ideal destination for turophiles – or
lovers of cheese. As much of a staple as bread and wine, guests aboard our French barge cruises are treated
to regular dégustations and cheese boards by our knowledgeable chef who will perfectly pair wines to make
the flavours really come alive. Cheese and wine have a similar production process; both are fermented and
aged, and have flavours based on the terroir.
Here is a quick guide to expand your fromage knowledge for a barge trip, or just to the supermarket:





Fermier cheeses are those that have been produced on a farm or chalet
Monastery type was once, or continues to be produced in the monasteries of France
Fromage de chevres is made from goat’s milk
Fromage de brebis is made from ewe’s milk

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details & reservations

WHY LUXURY HOTEL BARGING SHOULD BE ON YOUR BUCKET LIST
Gastronomy, Travel, and Friendly Atmosphere
Luxury hotel barging is a far away from the classic transport barges they used to be. They have been
painstakingly restored and converted, are elegantly furnished and well equipped floating hotels. They still
retain their original aesthetic charms and wonderful sense of authenticity, creating the perfect environment to
explore Europe. On all of our barges, the menu is tailored to the specific region in which you are cruising,
focussing upon traditional dishes, made with fresh, local produce and prepared by our master chefs. Expect
the best Beef Bourguignon in Burgundy, in Venice you’ll taste the beautiful Baccala Mantecato, and in
Scotland you will have the most delicate and delicious smoked salmon.
Of course no fine food is complete with fine wines, and we have an extensive selection of exquisite wines that
have been obtained through long lasting relationships with boutique vineyards throughout France and Italy.
Not to mention the numerous Scotch and Irish whiskeys you are more than welcome to sample down the
Caledonian Canal or River Shannon.
Due to the boutique nature of our barges we are able to navigate smaller waterways that the big cruise ships
just can’t get to. We cruise to medieval towns and along serene countryside canals with the ability to hop on
and off to explore at will, meet the friendly locals and lockkeepers and enjoy the slower pace of travel. We
have daily excursions to really show you the magnificent regions and to experience in their cultural differences;
enjoy private tours and tastings at famous chateaux and wineries, often accompanied by the owners or
winemakers themselves. The history of the places is interesting – but it comes alive when you get to interact
with the people behind the history making it a truly memorable experience.
When you travel aboard one of our barges, we want you to feel relaxed and at home. There are usually
between 6 to 12 passengers on board, meaning that you get the chance to really get to know each other – with
many passengers having made life-long friends when they leave. The crew too are an important part of your
on board family and have been carefully selected for the diligence, work ethic and genial personalities, not to
mention the vast knowledge of food, wine, and the local area. The passengers, the crew and the locals come
from all walks of life and you’ll be sure to be entertained.
Our luxury hotel barge cruises are all-inclusive: accommodation in a comfortable and spacious air-conditioned
cabin; all meals, with gourmet cuisine prepared by an onboard master chef; an open bar fully stocked with a
wide selection of local beverages, fine wine and non-alcoholic drinks; all daily escorted excursions with travel
in chauffeured air-conditioned Mercedes mini-bus; local transfers to/from the barge at the start and end of the
cruise; use of all on-board facilities including bicycles, boules, library, WiFi (where available), Jacuzzi or spa

pool (on certain vessels). The crew on these hotel barges are experienced, attentive and highly professional.
Mainly British or French, they all speak fluent English and their service is top-notch.
Each barge in the Outdoor Travel - Go Barging fleet has been carefully designed and fitted out with utmost
attention to detail to provide luxury boutique accommodation from 4 to 20 passengers.
The barges travel at a relaxed pace, perfect for seeing these beautiful regions from the perspective of the
sundeck or the salon. Each day there is a unique excursion, an ‘insider experience’ allowing you to get off the
beaten tourist track and immerse yourself in the culture, history and gastronomy of the regions. You may meet
and hear the stories of local people, learn more about arts and crafts, taste food and wine with the producers,
or tour a historical monument with an expert.
These barges, with their small capacity, are also perfect for a group of family or friends to charter for exclusive
use and enjoy their own bespoke private cruise. Interested?
SAVINGS ON 2018 CRUISE BOOKINGS MADE AND DEPOSITED BY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2018
Here are the 2018 dates and prices: https://bit.ly/2vMaQQc
Barge

Discount available

Burgundy, France
L’Art de Vivre

20% off per charter

Select offer dates in 2018 *
21st October 2018

Finesse

20% off per cabin

9th, 16th September, 14th, 21st October

La Belle Epoque

20% off per charter
10% off per cabin

14th October
2nd, 30th September, 7th, 21st October

Burgundy and Loire Valley, France
Renaissance
20% off per charter

21st October

Loire Valley
Nymphea

10% off per cabin

2nd, 9th, 23rd, 30th September

Canal du Midi, France
Anjodi

10% off per cabin

2nd, 9th September, 14th, 21st October

Athos

20% off per cabin

14th October

Enchanté

20% off per cabin

28th October

10% off per cabin
20% off per charter

16th, 23rd, 30th September 2018
2nd September, 14th October

20% off per charter

21st October

20% off per cabin
20% off per charter

2nd, 9th, 30th September
23rd September, 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th October

Opera Cruise, Italy
La Bella Vita

20% off per cabin

25th/26th August

Caledonian Canal, Scotland
Scottish Highlander

10% off per cabin

21st October

Bordeaux, France
Rosa
Alsace & Lorraine, France
Panache
Venice & Po Valley, Italy
La Bella Vita

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details & reservations

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT ON SELECTED BARGE CRUISES – SAVE UP TO $3255 *
Not happy paying for an empty bed?
Take advantage of our special offer for solo travellers – no single supplement applies on the following
barges and departure dates for 2018:
La Belle Epoque, Burgundy
Finesse, Burgundy
Enchanté, Canal du Midi
La Bella Vita, Venice & Po Delta

21st October 2018
14th, 21st October 2018
28th October 2018
2nd, 9th September 2018

Save up to $2540
Save up to $3255
Save up to $3015
Save up to $2300

* Offers valid for new bookings made and deposited before 14th September 2018. Terms and conditions apply
for NEW bookings only - subject to availability, cannot be combined with any other hotel barging offers.

FRANCE: SELF-DRIVE MOTOR CRUISER HIRE
Early booking discounts for 2019 - save up to 20% *

Looking for a self-contained motor cruiser or houseboat to explore the canals and rivers of Europe? Early
Booking discount of up to 20% are now being offered for all new bookings for travel in 2019 made before 31st
August 2018 *
See the current brochure: https://bit.ly/2hsxBSV

See the current prices: https://bit.ly/2LsrI8y

* Conditions apply to all our offers - ask us for full details when making your reservation.

WHAT’S NEW – WALKING & TOURING THE BEST OF CHINA
Off the beaten track day walks and traditional favourites
Many years ago Lucie and Martyn from Outdoor Travel in Bright wrote what was perhaps the first guide book
to backpacking in China. They kept in touch with the destination and now release an exciting new walking and
touring program visiting Beijing and hiking the Great Wall, Huashan pilgrimage mountain, Xi'an and the
Emperor tombs, the rice paddies of Longji, and limestone peaks of Guilin, Yangshou and Hong Kong.

China offers beautiful and contrasting landscapes, fascinating historical cities. Just two departure dates for
May and September 2019 - places are limited as these tours are designed for small groups - see the full
details and reserve you place now: https://bit.ly/2nigF42

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details & reservations

CAMINO DE SANTIAGO
A walk in France along the Way of St James

"We had a fantastic trip and everything went very smoothly. We would like to thank you for all your efforts in
organising our trip. Our walk was fantastic. We did find the track very steep on some days but this was
expected. We were really happy with our accommodation and our bag pick up ran very smoothly. We loved
the small villages and the beautiful scenery.” Genevieve and George from Victoria.
Ready for your pilgrimage walk - be it one week or more between Le Puy and Santiago - call Outdoor Travel in
Bright on (03) 57 501 441 or see the website: https://bit.ly/2jweqLT

HIKE THE BANKS PENINSULA IN NZ
The Akaroa Walk - an icon of New Zealand walking holidays.

A 39km walk over 4-days from Christchurch to the charming historic settlement of Akaroa on Banks Peninsula.
Panoramic views from the crest of Godley Head and Crater Rim walkways. Take a stroll amongst ancient
totara forest on the Otepatotu Reserve Track. Enjoy great views of the twin volcanic craters, of Lyttelton and
Akaroa Harbours and the many smaller bays and coves. Learn about the forces of nature that shaped this
landscape and the people that came to tame it, the early Maori and the French and English colonists.
The walk includes historical tracks including the Bridle Path Track, the original route travelled by early
European settlers in their arduous journey from the port of Lyttelton, carrying clothing, food, and all their
earthly possessions. The Summit Road Walkway was used by turn-of-the-century farmers and landowners as
they journeyed from bay to bay on the peninsula. Akaroa itself is a delightful place to visit with many fine
galleries, craft shops and cafes.
Includes return transport to Christchurch, all meals on tour, portage of luggage (you only carry a day pack) and
accommodation for 3 nights in locally owned operated Lodges and motels.
For information call the New Zealand walking holiday – including the Milford Sound Track - see the website:
https://bit.ly/2vnuOjY

BIKE & BARGE CYCLING CRUISES

Take in Europe’s most remarkable destinations on a bicycle and a boat. Bike and Barge cycling cruises
combine two great ways of exploring Europe - cycling and river or island cruising. These cycling cruises allow
partners of different abilities and interests to holiday together, they are interesting for leisure cyclists OR
enthusiasts and are rapidly becoming the thing to do in Europe appealing to the more mature active traveller.
Unpack just once and come home each night to a wonderful meal and a comfortable cabin with your own ensuite bathroom.
Well-maintained multi-geared bikes are provided (or bring your own if you prefer) with panniers to carry your
picnic lunch and camera. The cycling is both fascinating and varied with free time to explore each day’s
destination
Stop for a moment and picture yourself wending your way down quiet lanes, cruising scenic waterways and
discovering the unspoilt gems that Europe has to offer. Some places in the world merit slowing the pace and
Outdoor Travel holidays allow you to do just that.
On any one of our Bike and Barge itineraries in Europe, you’ll spend your days discovering cultural highlights,
beautiful country side and historical cities, in the company of like-minded cyclists. The best part is, you unpack
just once and return each day to your floating home from home - to a wonderful meal and a comfortable cabin
with your own bathroom.
These cruises are rapidly becoming the thing to do in Europe appealing to the more mature active traveller,
allowing for activity and relaxation in equal doses.

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details & reservations

Consider the totally flat Amsterdam to Bruges trip: https://bit.ly/2l7CUbT - a fabulous one-week exploration of
Holland and western Belgium, which sees you visit historical centres, quaint towns and sail along charming
canals. The cycling tour takes you through fairy-tale medieval towns, cobblestone lanes and market
squares. Leaving Amsterdam, the cycle route will take you to ‘Kinderdijk’, where you can explore the dikes
and watch the spinning sails of Hollands most famous (UNESCO listed) windmills - there are 19 in total. The
tour concludes in Bruges, a medieval town, again UNESCO listed, with tall houses, that is historically linked to
the production of intricate lace.
For touring with a French flavour, join a group to the Burgundy (https://bit.ly/2MffUXo) or Loire Valley,
Champagne or Provence (https://bit.ly/2OTZSRi) regions. Ride through an undulating lush patchwork of
vineyards and endless rows of grape vines. Explore quaint villages in one of Frances most famous wine areas
or a landscape of pastoral farmlands and terracotta tiled roofs. See half-timbered houses, towering church
steeples and cities such as Paris or Bordeaux (https://bit.ly/2vuawWZ) or Avignon or Dijon with time to explore
the wonderful charms of a beautiful and romantic city.
On your comfortable barge the captain or cook greets the baker every morning to collect fresh and warm
French baguettes and croissants. During the day there is chance to sample the wines, cheeses and pastries.
European Bike and Barge holidays are interesting and varied, and cater to leisure cyclists or enthusiasts alike
with popular destinations including France, Holland, Belgium, Italy, Scotland, Germany, Romania or the Czech
Republic. Cycle and cruise in Austria, Slovakia or Hungary along the River Danube. Island hop and ride in
Sardinia, Croatia, Montenegro, Greece or Turkey.
Further information see: http://www.outdoortravel.com.au/content/content/bike_barge_holidays

TULIPS AND AMSTERDAM TOO
Looking for a perfect way to celebrate springtime in Holland?

Departing Amsterdam weekly late March to early May 2019 or Bike & Barge cycling cruises for Holland in
springtime takes you a destination awash with the colours and fragrances of fresh flowers, especially the
millions upon millions of brightly coloured tulips. These cycling cruises focus on the tulips with rides past row
after row of flowers in bloom and a visit to the world-famous Keukenhof Park and gardens. We offer several

barges on various routes taking in the best of the springtime flowers and other Dutch icons, historical cities,
windmills and dikes. The cycling is flat, usually 25 - 50km per day. Non-cyclist are most welcome.
See the website: https://bit.ly/2zK3HoC

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details & reservations

WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT OUR HOLIDAYS
Bike & Barge in France: Provence ((https://bit.ly/2OTZSRi) & Bordeaux (https://bit.ly/2vuawWZ): “Talking

of great trips, both the Avignon and Bordeaux boat/bike tours fitted that description. The
rides, scenery, food, guides, chefs and other staff were all excellent, as was the weather. We
had just one partially wet day, in which there were a few showers interspersed with bright
sunshine. Jean loved her e-bike and the standard ones were of high quality. In fact, the ones
from Avignon were quite the best hire bikes I’ve ever used – and I’ve been on a few! You could
adjust both handlebars and seat with ease and the ride over all terrains was stable and
comfortable. The trip computer was a nice bonus. We’ll be boring all our cycling friends about
the rides in the coming weeks…” Norman
Scotland by Bike & Barge:

"We returned from our Caledonian Canal trip and are already thinking about our next trip. We had a wonderful
time. The staff were excellent. We were also very well fed. The meals were fresh and delicious. I even came
home with a few new recipes from Lucy the chef. Yes, it was chef food not just a cook! Thank you for
organising our trip. We would highly recommend it”. Jenny and Ian enjoyed the Highland scenery, Loch Ness
and exploring the Caledonian Canal. For trip information see: https://bit.ly/2xdDNU9
Call us at Outdoor Travel for a chat about your active holiday ideas or to make a reservation. Alternatively call
in to see us in our office in the centre of beautiful Bright in NE Victoria or join us on Facebook where you can
see our latest offers and recent adventures -: FACEBOOK

If you would like help with flights, travel insurance, accommodation and any other travel arrangements, please
call Yvette, Lucie or Kristen at our Fares Desk on (03) 57 501 044 or email fares@outdoortravel.com.au
Contact Outdoor Travel directly for more details and reservations





Call Toll free 1800 331 582 or (03) 57 551 743 or Fax (03) 57 501 020
Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au
Web: www.outdoortravel.com.au
Mail: Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright, VIC 3741, Australia

