January 2017

OUTLINES TRAVEL NEWS – THE NEW YEARS EDITION!
BIKE & BARGE, CYCLING, HOTEL BARGING, BOATING, NARROWBOATS, COOKING OR WALKING
If you are receiving our e-newsletter for the first time, welcome, and if you are a regular reader, welcome back!
If you are interested in past copies they are stored on our website: http://bit.ly/1NR5eqK If you change your
address or wish to add the name of a friend or stop receiving this material please contact us immediately.
In this issue we have a roundup of new tours and interesting holiday ideas for 2017:
Australia – last seats available for the Kimberley 4WD & guided walking tour + free backpack offer
NEW quality group GUIDED and supported cycling tours in Europe
Bike & Barge Holidays in Holland – See the Tulips in springtime – last cabins available
New guided cycling holidays in Sweden, the Baltic States, Italy, Germany & Spain
Guided vs self-guided walking and cycling holidays – what is best for me?
Escorted walking in the Swiss Alps, the Italian Dolomites or England Coast to Coast
Savings on UK narrowboat holidays
Latest offers on self-skippered motor cruising holidays in France
Luxury Hotel Barge cruising ideas, a new barge & discounts offers for 2017
Africa – walking safaris in Kenya NEW for 2017

GREAT VALUE AIRFARES TO EUROPE FROM JUST $1280 RETURN
There are still bargains to be had if you are planning to fly to Europe in 2017 with return fares as low as $1280
in Economy flying with one of the world's top carriers, CATHAY PACIFIC via Hong Kong, and from $3160 in
Premium Economy with SINGAPORE AIRLINES and $5580 in Business Class with FINN AIR from most major
centres in Australia to most capitals including London, Paris, Rome etc.
Deadlines apply so ACT QUICKLY! For details call Yvette or Kristen at the Outdoor Travel Fares Desk in
Bright on (03) 57 501044 or see: http://bit.ly/2jnGewG

LAST PLACES – SEE THE KIMBERLEY & NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA
15-day / 14-night small group 4WD and guided walking holiday

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

Just a few places left on this spectacular tour departing 30th May, 14th June, 11th & 29th August 2017. Prices
start at $9695 per person twin-share and exclusively to Outdoor Travel receive a FREE Kimberley backpack
PLUS a $100 Kathmandu shopping voucher for each person.
Covering nearly 423,000 square kilometres and with fewer people per square kilometre than almost any other
place on Earth, the Kimberley region in north Western Australia is one of the last true wilderness expanses.
Known for its remarkable gorge country, enormous cattle stations, a coastline with towering waterfalls, and
one of the oldest known surviving cultures, the Kimberley is also home to the 350 million year old Bungle
Bungle Range. Up until the early 1980s, the multi-coloured dome-shaped formation was only known to the
local Aboriginal people.
This small group, guided walking holiday visits El Questro Wilderness Park, a million-acre cattle station in the
heart of the Australian outback, and allows for time to soak in the Zebedee Springs natural thermal pools,
fringed by Livistona palms, before hiking to the top of Bell Gorge.
Admire one of the Kimberley's most treasured landmarks, Mitchell Plateau, with its spectacular four-tiered
Mitchell Falls, and witness some of the best examples of Wandjina and Bradshaw (Gwion Gwion) rock art.
With the opportunity to explore spectacular gorges, remote pools and to see the wonders of the Kimberley, all
while staying at the region’s best stations and resorts, this tour is a stunning journey through Australia’s last
frontier.
GROUP BOOKING OFFER: make a new reservation with Outdoor Travel with 10 or more people on the same
tour departure and receive an additional 2% discount - a saving of $195 per person (terms & conditions apply
– please ask for details).
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see the full program: http://bit.ly/2jpWLAL

NEW GUIDED CYCLING TOURS IN EUROPE
8-days / 7-nights - Sweden, the Baltic States, Italy, Germany & Spain
New for 2017 we are offering top quality group guided and fully supported cycling tours with our new partners
in Europe. With a strong emphasis on a high standard of accommodation, tours include carefully selected
restaurant meals and daily picnics with locally sourced ingredients. Multi-lingual guides, a support vehicle with
a trailer and leisurely cycling ensure these tours offer everything needed for a relaxing yet active holiday.

Sweden: From Stockholm to the land of lakes and sagas.
Visit bike-friendly Sweden during summer when the days are long and the nights are short. The mostly flat and
easy cycling explores the capital Stockholm and rural landscapes of Södermanland.
Austria Germany Switzerland Liechtenstein: Lake Constance
Renowned as a cycling destination, Lake Constance offers the unique opportunity to wake up in Austria and
cycle along a wide, flat, car-free bike path into Germany or Switzerland before lunch.
Germany and Poland: From Berlin to the Baltic Sea
Enjoy mostly flat cycling visiting small provincial towns, Baroque castles, the Mecklenburg lakes and Müritz
National Park. Enjoy the intrigue of this land formerly behind the Iron Curtain.
The Baltic States: Latvia Lithuania and Estonia
We cycle from Vilnius, capital of Lithuania through a tranquil rural landscape of forests, freshwater lagoons
and long sandy beaches. Follow the coast of the Baltic Sea towards Riga, the capital of Latvia.
Spain: Castilla-La Mancha – From Madrid to Valencia
Cycle on the converted railway line now a dedicated cycleway, Via Verde de la Sierra de Alcaraz, and on the
plains of Castilla-La Mancha following the trail of Don Quixote. Explore the lakes of Ruidera nature reserve
before en-route to the magical Mediterranean port city of Valencia.
Italy: Southern Tuscany and Umbria – From Florence to Rome
Discover ancient Etruscan ruins, the fortified hilltop towns of Tuscany and Umbria and historical Perugia and
the pilgrimage town of Assisi on the way to Rome through the ‘green heart’ of Italy.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see the full program: http://bit.ly/2iZqJxs

BIKE & BARGE HOLIDAY IN HOLLAND – SPRING TULIPS
8-day / 7-night easy to moderate cycling cruises beginning and ending in Amsterdam
Just a few cabins left on 4, 5 or 8-day cycling cruises in Holland departing from 25th March to 16th May 2017.
Known for its flat landscape of canals, tulip fields, windmills and cycling routes, Holland is an ideal destination
for a Bike & Barge cruise. Visit in springtime, between April and May, and witness the stunning array of flower
bulbs, think crocuses, tulips, daffodils and hyacinths, as they bloom across the region.
Begin in Amsterdam, a city reclaimed from the sea and home to the Van Gogh Museum, the Rijksmuseum
with works by Rembrandt and Vermeer, and the modern art museum Stedelijk. Canal side mansions remain
from the city's 17th Century Golden Age. Visit Keukenhof, one of the world’s largest flower gardens and
perhaps most stunning, with approximately 7 million bulbs in bloom and 800 varieties of tulips.

Visit Rembrandt’s birthplace, Leiden. Home of the Netherlands’ oldest and most prestigious university
(Einstein was a regular professor), where the many museums are all within walking distance of each other.
Gouda is famous for its Gouda cheese, 15th Century City Hall and historic churches. Visit Sint Janskerk;
named after the patron saint of Gouda, it is the longest church in Holland (123 metres) with world-famous
stained-glass windows from the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Observe traditional negotiations at the
historic Gouda Cheese Market, held every Thursday (April – August) in front of the Waag (Weighing House).
Watch the display of mechanical dolls come to life at the City Hall at two minutes past every half and full hour.
With an average of 470 sun hours during spring in Holland, the weather is perfect for cycling and sightseeing
whilst staying aboard a specially converted canal barges.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see full details: http://bit.ly/1Whfy1p

GUIDED vs SELF-GUIDED WALKING & CYCLING HOLIDAYS
Which tour is best for me by tour leader John Mullen
The main differences between guided small group holidays and self-guided holidays can be summarised
generally in terms of the guide, group, flexibility and support.
Guides: It’s no secret that the more we know about a destination, the more we can appreciate the experience
of travelling there and the more knowledge/insight with which we might come away. On many of our guided
small group holidays our guide is able to share their passion for their job and the destinations through which
we travel.
For most self-guided holidays we offer detailed Route Notes about the destinations we may travel to. These
can be perused in preparation before starting out or over a glass of wine after a day’s walk or cycle, and
before the next day’s activity.
Group: Depending on the chosen trip, on our guided small group holidays we share our experience with
between 4 to 14 other individuals. The convenience and camaraderie of a small group is usually an enjoyable
way to explore Europe’s treasures.
While many of our guided small group holidays have a mix of couples and friends, single travellers are also
welcome. If as a single traveller you find it more enjoyable travelling in the company of others, it can actually
work out a bit cheaper as sometimes you are able to share your accommodation costs.
Self-guided holidays on the other hand allow you to enjoy a walking or cycling holiday in the company of your
own friends or family. Many of our self-guided holidays can also be enjoyed if you are on your own, although

there are some exceptions where the routes are more difficult or remote routes where we consider it
potentially unsafe to walk alone. Many self-guided holidays will also require a Solo Traveller Supplement if you
are travelling on your own as you will not be able to share the accommodations or luggage transfer costs with
anyone.
Flexibility: While the guide on a guided small group holiday will always do their best to accommodate the
different interests of the group, there will always need to be a compromise between an individual’s interest and
that of the group. The pace/route of the walk can also be subject to change to cater for the more leisurely
walkers/cyclists in the group. At times we are limited in the amount of variation we can offer to the
itinerary/inclusions of a guided small group holiday but this shouldn’t hinder the enjoyment of the tour.
Self-guided holidays offer more freedom and independence to tailor your holiday to your interest and travel
style. From the amount of activity each day, to where you stop, and for how long or the hotels along your
route, many aspects of our self-guided holidays can be tailored in some way. This flexibility can make them an
ideal choice for family holidays.
Support: If things don’t go to plan, on a guided small group holiday our guide (or someone close to hand) has
trained in dealing with most issues or incidents that may arise. They are able to work together with our local
operators and head office to make sure our holiday is as seamless as possible.
On our self-guided walking and cycling holidays 24-hour emergency support is only a phone call away.
Emergency contact details are provided before beginning your tour and with the assistance of our
accommodation and transport partners, we will do our best to keep any interruptions to a minimum.
So what’s the same: No matter which style of holiday you choose we still include the following elements,
which we think are critical to any walking or cycling holiday:




Comfortable accommodation with character and ensuite rooms / private facilities where possible.
Luggage transfers between hotels (except to a few remote locations).
Emergency support or telephone assistance.

Here are some our GUIDED / ESCORTED or SELF-GUIDED walks for 2017:

SWITZERLAND – ALPINE WALKING IN THE BERNESE OBERLAND
8-day / 7-night self-guided or escorted inn-to-inn walking.

Covering the central part of Switzerland, the Bernese Oberland is a large section of mountains, moors forests
and glaciers. Some of the finest promenades, peaks and views in Switzerland can be found in this region. Rich
in flora and fauna and with many captivating views, the Bernese Oberland offers an ideal introduction to the
Swiss Alps.
Two of the most spectacular and classical picture postcard regions of the Swiss Alps are visited on this tour of
the Bernese Oberland. The peaks of the Eiger, Monch and Jungfrau overlook the valley town of Grindelwald
and Lauterbrunnen. The scenic town of Zermatt lies just below the magnificent peak of the Matterhorn. The
mountain railway leads to the Jungfraujoch, the highest rail station in Europe at nearly 3500 metres, and is a
gateway to flower-strewn alpine meadows in summer and the villages of Wengen and Murren.
Travelling between June and September is an ideal time to walk through the Bernese Oberland. May is a fine
time for the lower valleys, with beautiful flowers springing up, but snow can linger higher up (typically above
2500 metres) until at least mid-June.

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

Choose from a range of walks each day at differing levels or grades and varying distances, be it a high
mountain trek along a Bergweg mountain path, or a chalet stroll on a Wanderweg lower level trail. There are
many opportunities for sightseeing, using the extensive mountain transport system of chairlifts, cable cars and
postal buses or trains – an ideal way to shorten walks – or to relax and enjoy the scenery and good food in the
valley towns and mountain villages.
Prices start at $1860 per person twin share on a self-guided tour with departures daily on demand from 25th
June to 24th September 2017 and $2415 per person twin share on an escorted tour departing on the 25th
August 2017.
For more details on walking in the Swiss Alps call Outdoor Travel 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2jCgkVW

ITALY – THE DOLOMITES
8-day / 7-night self-guided or escorted walking in the north of Italy – ideal from June to September!

The Dolomites in Northern Italy were once found on the floor of an ancient sea but are now the pinnacle of
Italian mountains. Unlike most other summits in Europe, the chiselled limestone peaks are coloured in
weathered hues of rose, yellow, white and grey descending into lush green meadows full of wild flowers in the
summer.
A self-guided or escorted walk through this region is a moderate to challenging alpine trek with some short,
slightly exposed, albeit stunning, sections and begins with a walk to the spectacular Tre Cime di Lavaredo (or
Drei Zinnen). The route follows high mountain paths with the cliffs of the Tofana, Sella and Marmolada massifs
towering above and grassy meadows, small hamlets and villages interspersed along the way.
Prices start at $1660 per person twin share on a self-guided tour with departures daily on demand from midJune to mid-July and mid-August to the end of September 2017 and $2045 per person twin share on an
escorted tour departing on the 2nd of September 2017.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see full details: http://bit.ly/2iNvd7S

ENGLAND – WAINWRIGHT’S COAST TO COAST WALK
18-day / 17-night CHALLENGING self-guided or escorted inn-to-inn long distance walking.
A wonderful walking route first described by the great English writer and illustrator Alfred Wainwright in 1973.
This is the quintessential English hill walking and long distance trail experience of over 190 miles, traversing
three national parks and an array of scenic and wondrous landscapes, towns, typical English villages and
country inns.
Beginning at the Cumbrian seaside resort of St. Bees looking out across the Irish Sea the walks heads
eastwards (with the usual wind at your back) into the Lake District passing some of the most famous lakes,
passes and optional peak ascents (such as Helvellyn the highest mountain in England).
Crossing into the Yorkshire Dales and over the mystical Nine Standards Rigg the route follows the beautiful
River Swale for a couple of days into the old market town of Richmond. From here a long walk links with the
North York Moors National Park and on to the North Sea Coast and Robins Hoods Bay.

Along the way you will discover neat farm buildings and dry stone walls, charming villages and what a
temptation (and a challenge) a full cooked English breakfast can be. We offer cosy small hotels, guesthouses
and pubs to stay at on this tour and these, as well as the rich variety of the people that you meet enroute, reflect
something of the great diversity of England.
Prices start at $2185 per person twin share on a self-guided tour with departures daily on demand from early
April to late September 2017 and $3110 per person twin share on an escorted tour departing on the 7th of May
and the 30th July 2017.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2jpVZUn for our escorted itinerary or
see: http://bit.ly/2imgAr1 for our self-guided itinerary.

NEW YEAR SAVINGS ON A NARROWBOAT HOLIDAY IN ENGLAND
A traditional self-skippered cruise with modern comforts in England, Scotland and Wales

The canals and rivers of England, Scotland and Wales stretch for over 2000 miles through some of the finest
countryside. The Llangollen Canal is one of the most popular canals in Britain and can be accessed from
Blackwater Meadow, Whitchurch or Wrenbury Mill Marinas. This work of remarkable engineering travels
through the gentle Shropshire countryside and crosses the border into Wales over Chirk Aqueduct. It boasts
one of the most striking features on the UK canal network, the UNESCO listed Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, the

longest and highest aqueduct in Great Britain. Another addition to the beauty of the Llangollen Canal are the
Horseshoe Falls, designed draw water from the River Dee to supply the canals.
A self-skippered narrowboat holiday is the fastest way to a slower pace of life. Cruise at your leisure between
dawn and dusk, and moor virtually wherever you please with waterside pubs, villages, towns, cities and
historic treasures never far from the canal.
10% discount* off the basic hire price for select destinations and departures when booking for one week.
25% discount* off the basic hire price when booking for two weeks or longer.
5% discount* off the hire price when booking two or more boats.
10% discount* off a 10 or 11-night holiday, all year round!
FREE RIVER AVON LICENCE FROM WORCESTER*: When cruising from Worcester Marina on the River
Avon, the licence fee paid on arrival will be refunded upon return.
* Conditions apply – Maximum combined discount is 35%. Licence fee refund cannot be claimed
retrospectively. Ask for more details.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or to view our brochure see: http://bit.ly/1x0svkY

EUROPEAN SELF-SKIPPERED MOTOR CRUISING HOLIDAYS
Save up to 15% for bookings confirmed by 31st January 2017.

Cruising in spring avoids the European holiday crowds, allows for more availability on preferred boats and
routes and offers great deals at affordable prices!
2017 DEPARTURES

DESTINATIONS

DISCOUNT

ALL DESTINATIONS
Save on Spring Cruising!

15%* off select boats

March, April* & May

All Season

ALL DESTINATIONS
France, Germany, Italy, Holland,
Belgium, Poland, Ireland, Scotland
& England

(minimum 3 nights)
th
th
*8 -17 April at 10%

10%* off Clipper,
Continentale, Crusader
and Salsa A&B boats
(minimum 7 nights)

All Season

France – Nivernais - Loire

10%* off all boats
(excluding RM/M & Horizon
boats, minimum 3 nights)

All Season

ALL DESTINATIONS WHEN
TRAVELING WITH CHILDREN!

5%* (minimum 7 nights)

The more boats you book the more you save:
Book 2 boats – save 10%.
Book 4 boats – save 15%.
Book 6 boats – save 20%.
Book your 2018 boating holiday now and save 15% on 1 to 4-star boats and 5% on 5-star boats (excluding the
Horizon fleet).

SAMPLE SAVINGS FOR BOOKINGS MADE THIS MONTH FOR TRAVEL IN 2017:
-

SAVE up to $780 off the 7-night hire cost all year round of the 5-anchor-rated Vision4 SL, sleeping up
to 9 passengers in Nivernais in the Loire Valley, France.

-

SAVE up to $570 off the 8-passenger, 5-anchor-rated Minuetto all year round on the canals of Venice
and Friuli in Italy.

-

SAVE up to $590 off the 7-night hire cost of the 6-passenger, 3-anchor-rated Elegance cruising the
River Thames near London or the historic town of Bruges in Belgium.

Why not make your self-skippered cruising holiday complete with these additions?
Bicycles – An amazing way to see the villages along your route – make sightseeing easy and enjoy more of
the stunning landscape by adding bicycles to your boat hire. From $70 per week, child bikes are also
available.
BBQ & Lantern – Dine Aussie-style with a BBQ onboard and light up your cockpit so you can enjoy the
gorgeous spring or autumn nights for longer – BBQ from $70 per week, gas included and lantern from $21 per
week.
Wifi – Keep connected with your loved ones at home, and upload photos as you take them – without running
up a huge data bill. Available for boat hire in France and Italy only from just $70 – 91 per week.
* Conditions apply – Offers apply to 2017 season bookings confirmed by 31st January 2017. Minimum 7-night
duration, unless specified. Not applicable to Royal Mystique, Mystique or Horizon boats, unless specified.
Offers are combinable with other offers up to a total discount of 15%. 2018 Early Bird offer applies to
bookings confirmed by 31st August 2017 for all destinations and departures in 2018. Please contact us for
more details.
For more details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or to view our brochure see: http://bit.ly/2hTsqO9

WHAT IS LUXURY HOTEL BARGE CRUISING?
In February last year we explained the difference between hotel barging and river cruising, now we
endeavour to explain in more detail just what Luxury Hotel Barge Cruising really is.
Despite the growing popularity of cruising, particularly on river boats, this is still a little known niche concept
within the vast cruise industry. Maybe the term “barging” deters interest, conjuring up images of narrowboats
or coal lighters. In fact, nothing could be further from the truth.
Most hotel barges started life as cargo vessels but have since been painstakingly converted to offer luxury
boutique accommodation for small groups of up to 20 passengers. This is cruising, but in a very different style
to ships plying the big rivers or oceans. The pace is slow, with a 6 day cruise often covering little more than 50
miles along a rural canal. Passengers can walk or bike the towpaths and never be left behind as their floating
hotel glides gently along.
The idea is to offer guests full immersion into the culture, history and gastronomy of one of a number of
fascinating regions of Europe such as Burgundy, the Midi, Alsace, or the Italian Veneto. Every day, when not
cruising, a crew member leads an excursion, perhaps to a vineyard for a wine tasting, a market where the chef

might buy fresh local ingredients for the evening meal or a visit to a unique “off the beaten track” location that
you would never find on your own. These could be to still inhabited troglodyte cave dwellings, a private
chateau or to see an olive oil press at work and sample its produce`.
Surprisingly for such a largely unknown travel concept, we have been offering our exclusive floating hotels for
nearly 40 years. We have 17 vessels in the fleet, the best known of which is Anjodi, star of Rick Stein’s award
winning BBC TV series “French Odyssey”, which transported him along the Canal du Midi on a voyage of
culinary discovery. Other hotel barges offer the same intimate atmosphere, all with high levels of personal
service and access to the tranquillity of smaller waterways which larger vessels cannot reach.
About half of our bookings are for whole boat charters. The small passenger capacity offers a unique
opportunity for groups of friends or family to enjoy their own bespoke private cruise. Otherwise, clients book a
cabin to join the floating house party, hosted by the Captain and pampered by the chef and the rest of the
crew.
Whether clients fancy a soak in the on deck spa-pool, a game of boules on the bank or just to sit and watch
the sun go down over the countryside with cocktail in hand, a “slow boat” European Waterways barge cruise
offers the ultimate in experiential travel.

EXCLUSIVE LUXURY HOTEL BARGE DISCOUNTS FOR 2017

New for 2017 the Spirit of Scotland is an elegant hotel barge ideal from which to admire the spectacular
Highlands scenery as she cruises the Caledonian Canal and the lochs of the Great Glen. Her style evokes that
of the traditional steamers that plied the lochs of Scotland in times gone by.
Accommodating up to 12 passengers she offers a spacious saloon and dining area with large windows, a
separate bar, and an integral forward wheelhouse giving views of the cruise route ahead. The 6 airconditioned cabins offer a choice of twin or double beds and well-designed en suite shower rooms. The
sundeck is perfect to relax on a recliner or in the heated spa pool to admire historic landmarks such as the
loch-side Urquhart Castle and the breathtaking Scottish scenery.
Together with traditional Scottish cuisine, fine wines and wide range of whiskies served on board by an
attentive crew of 6 and guided sightseeing by coach this is a truly memorable cruising experience.
To celebrate the launch of our latest hotel barge in Scotland, we are offering 10% off all cabins and
charters in June and July 2017 on the Spirit of Scotland, when booked before March 31, 2017
Discounts are also now available for new bookings cruising this spring on the sunny Canal du Midi in the south
of France, charming Holland & Belgium, or in the Venice Lagoon in Italy.
Travel in a comfortable cabin, stateroom or suite onboard a luxury hotel barge, or charter a barge for exclusive
use of your party. Savings of up to $1896 per cabin or up to $7584 per charter apply on selected departures
on board the grand Renaissance.

Call OUTDOOR TRAVEL on 1800 331 582 for details or reservations

Book before 28th February 2017 to take advantage of these offers:
Barge

Region

L'Art de Vivre
10% off per cabin
10% off per charter

Burgundy

Anjodi
10% off per cabin
10% off per charter

Canal du Midi

Enchanté
10% off per cabin

Canal du Midi

Renaissance
10% off per cabin
10% off per charter

Loire Valley

Rosa
10% off per cabin
10% off per charter

Gascony

Panache
10% off per cabin
10% off per charter

Holland & France

La Bella Vita
10% off per cabin

Venice / Po Valley

Select offer dates in 2017
23rd April, 7 & 21st May
9th & 30th April, 28th May, 9th, 23rd &
30th July, 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th August
9th & 16th April, 14th May
30th April, 7th, 21st & 28th May, 4th June,
9th July, 6th, 13th & 27th August
9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th April, 7th, 14th,
21st & 28th May
21st & 28th May
9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th April, 7th May, 4th June,
9th, 16th & 23rd July, 13th, 20th & 27th August
23rd April, 14th & 28th May
16th & 30th April, 21st May, 11th, 18th &
25th June, 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th July,
27th August
2nd, 9th & 16th April
26th March, 23rd April, 7th, 14th & 21st of May
30th April, 21st & 28th May

Single traveller savings: There is No Single Supplement when cruising on board Panache in Holland,
departing 2nd, 9th & 16th April 2017. Famous for its tulips, Holland is also a land with a rich artistic and cultural
history. The western provinces of the land of water are populated by windmills which sit above the polders and
along the very river that gave its name to Amsterdam. The luxury hotel barge Panache cruises some of
Holland’s hidden gems and is the perfect way to experience the best the country has to offer.

VISITING VILLAGES WITH QUINTESSENTIAL CHARM

Our canal and river cruises give access to some of the idyllic places that are recognised as one of ‘Le Plus
Beaux Villages de France’ Le Plus Beaux Villages de France is a strictly controlled criteria by which a village is
seen to be one of the most beautiful in France: the total resident population must be fewer than 2,000 people;
it must be situated in a charming rural setting; and the village must boast at least two national heritage sites.

Here are two such villages which can be discovered and explored on a Burgundy canal cruises:
Châteauneuf-en-Auxois: The hotel barge L’Impressionniste, which cruises through the serene Burgundian
countryside from Fleurey-sur-Ouche to Escommes, stops near the delightful village of Châteauneuf-en-Auxois.
This medieval village occupied an important strategic position between Autun and Dijon, as its turreted twelfthcentury castle will bear witness.
If you love buildings crafted centuries ago from honey-hued stone, this picturesque hilltop village will certainly
impress. You can gaze at its elegant merchant houses, its fairy-tale church and its glorious views over the
rolling farmland, the woodlands of the Morvan and look down on your hotel barge moored on the Canal de
Bourgogne.
Noyers-sur-Serein: During your gentle meandering voyage from Venarey-les-Laumes to Tanlay aboard the
hotel barge La Belle Epoque, you will have the opportunity to visit the medieval village of Noyers-sur-Serein.
Its half-timbered house fronts look out onto charming cobbled streets, while their backs sit snugly alongside
the River Serein.
A morning spent exploring this village and its bustling market will allow you to absorb some of its history as
you wander through the cornerstones of its agricultural and trading heritage - the Place de la Petite-Etape-auxVins (Wine Square), Place du Marché-au-Blé (Corn Market Square) or Place du Grenier-à-Sel (Salt
Storehouse Square.
For a slice of quintessential France, these stop-offs on our Burgundy cruises will really allow you to appreciate
what historical, cultural and architectural gems this region has to offer.

PHOTO GALLERY
Thanks to Liz and Bruce Olson who cruised with L’Impressionniste in Burgundy

HOTEL BARGE IN BURGUNDY - ART CRUISE
Join this painter’s paradise cruise departing 28th May – 3rd June 2017 from $5260 per person twin share

With a degree in Fine Art Painting and extensive teaching experience, British artist Charles Hickson creates
pieces featuring large houses and gardens that convey “atmosphere and a sense of mystery”. A gentle, allinclusive cruise on board our hotel barge along the Nivernais Canal in Burgundy boasts abundant inspiration.
Join Charles on board for a week-long cruise of teaching, inspiration, demonstration and encouragement.
The Hotel Barge Art Week blends cruising and creative art time. Days are divided into different art subjects,
with the opportunity to use different mediums. There will be structure but also a considerable degree of
flexibility for painters wanting to follow their own agenda, whilst knowing Charles is close to hand.
This specialty itinerary features daily tuition, a day trip to Beaune to the Musée des Beaux Arts and the
inclusion of art materials as well as many excursions from the original itinerary, allowing for the enjoyment of
passengers accompanying their ‘painting partners’. Experience private wine tasting in Chablis, exploration of
the medieval town Noyers-sur-Serein (listed in the top hundred prettiest villages in France) and visit the
Chateau of Bazoches (home to Vauban, Marechal of France).
The Nivernais Canal towpath is ideal for cycling, with a smooth and flat surface running alongside the canal for
the whole of our cruise. With no cars, it provides a perfect opportunity to stroll or cycle the short distances
between the locks or bridges. There are bicycles on board for those wishing to pedal alongside the barge or
explore nearby villages.
Departs Paris - for details call Outdoor Travel on 1800 331 582 or see the cruise program: http://bit.ly/2j6ttY9

AFRICA – KENYA MAASAI MARA & LOITA HILLS TREK
8-days / 7-nights guided sightseeing & walking safari
Looking for something to do that is completely different for 2017? This fascinating tour in Kenya combines
4WD game viewing in the Maasai Mara Game Reserve with a walking safari led by experienced Maasai
guides. The wildlife in the Maasai Mara is second to none, with so many iconic African animals found here,
including lions, elephant, giraffe, and enormous herds of migratory wildebeest, antelope and zebra. We trek
through the dense forest of the Loita Hills and pass through Maasai villages, allowing for an enriching and
inspiring cultural exchange, learning so much about the Maasai people and their way of life. The landscape too
is inspiring – the vast Rift Valley, the undulating plains of the Maasai Mara, the lush green forest of the Loita
Hills, the vivid pink salt pans of Lake Magadi – combining to create indelible memories of an amazing journey.

Each night we make camp under the star-filled expansive African sky. Meals are all taken al fresco, of course,
and the dining table is set up with the view in mind. Three-person tents hold one or two people and mattresses
are provided. Camping allows us to visit places where few other travellers have been before, and provides the
opportunity for authentic cultural exchanges with local communities. We camp in wilder bush settings rather
than busy campsites. The food is high quality and all camps are comfortable and safe. The trek is supported
by donkeys carrying our equipment and gear, so all you need carry each day is a daypack.
For information talk to Lucie who has just come back from Kenya on 1800 331 582 or see: http://bit.ly/2jXihNv

WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT US
“Thank you so much for organising our Bike and Barge Tour. We had an amazing time. It was great to
commence with the Bike and Barge from Bruges to Amsterdam on Magnifique 11. The barge certainly lived up
to its luxury status. The cabins were roomy and the beds so comfortable. The staff were so friendly and
welcoming and were so happy to help with whatever was needed. The food on board was delicious all lovingly
prepared by our chef. It was so good to come back from a big ride and all we had to do was relax. The
bathrooms were well equipped and for a barge quite spacious really.
Being able to hire an e-bike was an added bonus, it was so easy to pedal and it meant that I could keep up with
all the seasoned riders. The guide was very knowledgeable and helpful.
Organising such a tour through your office is always pleasurable, the staff are quick to respond and happy to
help. So thankyou for your efforts. Keep up the good work.” Kaye
“….thanks for a fantastic trip to New Zealand recently. We are happy to report that everything went smoothly
and we thoroughly enjoyed the trip to Queenstown, Otago Rail Trail and Dunedin and Christchurch. We
appreciated the lovely accommodation everywhere we went and all the planning and help given to us in
organising the trip. The curling session in Naseby was a highlight and a hoot! This is our second trip with you
so we will definitely be returning and we always recommend you to others. All the notes and places to eat
information was much appreciated by all of us. We ate very well!! Debbie

Remember you can call us at Outdoor Travel directly on (03) 57 551 743 or 1800 331 582 for more details or
to make a reservation. Alternatively why not come and visit us in beautiful Bright in NE Victoria? Remember to
call us to make an appointment to talk with one of our knowledgeable staff members about your holiday plans.
If you would like help with flights, travel insurance, accommodation and any other travel arrangements, please
call Yvette, Lucie or Kristen at our Fares Desk on (03) 57 501 044 or email fares@outdoortravel.com.au
On our Facebook Page you can see our latest offers and recent adventures. Leave a comment or ask us a
question about our many active holidays! Find us here: http://on.fb.me/1F0ZZ3N
Contact Outdoor Travel directly for more details and reservations





Call Toll free 1800 331 582 or (03) 57 551 743 or Fax (03) 57 501 020
Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au
Web: www.outdoortravel.com.au
Mail: Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright, VIC 3741, Australia

