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OUTLINES 

Roundup 2006 

  
STOP PRESS IMPORTANT TRAVEL NEWS & SPECIAL OFFERS……. 

A ‘travel’ note from the Editor 

New Brochure - Walking Safari Company now available for 2006 

New brochure – Castellare Di Tonda – Tuscan farmhouse Apartments 

Crown Blue Line – Self-skippered cruisers in Europe – mew brochure 

Rick Stein cruising the Canal Du Midi with Go Barging 

New inland waterway cruise boat round up for Europe 2006 

New Zealand Milford Track availability reports 

New World Traveller Plus Early Bird Offers 

Just flights – see our 24-hour airfares search engine to all destinations 

Outdoor Travel brochure order form 

Travel, travel, toil and travel……..it’s a dirty job but, well you 
know how it goes! 
  
September is probably our busiest time of year when it comes to travel to Europe.  Flights are full, airports are 
hectic, there is the odd strike or scare, hotels are full and tour operators are at their peak usually after a busy 
summer season.  So it was a great opportunity for me to accompany my daughter Anna and a group of 20 
school friends on their inaugural language exchange tour to Bavaria in Germany at the end of September and 
into October.  Their schedule was for a hosted stay of just two-weeks and I was delighted to take the time-out & 
to extend my time away with my daughter to see some new destinations, to meet up with our tour operators, to 
check-out the hotels we use and to generally drink-in all that Autumn ambience (& I don’t just mean the 
Oktoberfest - but I am partial to the black Bavarian beer they call Weiss Bier)? 
  
Paris, Vienna, Berlin, Munich, Bologna, Singapore & Melbourne are the transit points.  Historic Salzburg & the 
house used by Mozart, the waters of Vichy (yes it rained for 2-days straight), a 1930’s Renault mountain train 
ride in the Auvergne, a superb cruise along the Danube, the warm Adriatic sunshine of Rimini, a trek into the 
Bavarian Alps, a Nigel Kennedy JS Bach concert in the Koncertplazt in Vienna, the original gate to the city of 
Babylon, a flurry of Van Gough, Money & Picasso paintings, apfelstrudel (with cream), a cooking lesson at the 
House of Buotoni in Tuscany, the Raffles shopping arcade – these are just some of the many highlights that I 
hope will have made an impression on a feisty 14-year old schoolgirl. 
  



But on the business side of things I attended workshops arranged by Maison de la France & the Italian Tourist 
Board and over a hectic schedule of meetings was able to meet many of our suppliers & to fine tune new & 
existing active holiday ideas for 2006. 
  
Walks in Tuscany & France will still be most important in our program & I am delighted to say that with every 
visit I see more & more hotels, local council committees and national park departments working hard to 
improve facilities for walkers (as well as trekkers) & cyclists.  The range of canal boats we can offer for both 
self-drive and hotel barges is bigger than ever but the pressure for places has never been greater – Rivers of 
Gold was the headline I saw in one industry newspaper as demand in 2006 will undoubtedly outstrip supply.  
New to our fleet will be the Rousse & Rouse Prestige running from weekly from Passau to Vienna & Budapest 
on the Danube & a new program of Bike & Barge cruises on the River Rhone in France. 
  
New offerings for 2006 will include new cycling routes along the Inn / Danube corridor from St Moritz to 
Innsbruck, Vienna to Prague & on to Budapest.  Sailing holidays in Corsica, Sicily & along the Tuscany coast & 
sea kayaking in Croatia.  Cooking & / or language courses are always popular as are bird-watching, golf tours, 
segways & city cycling in Paris, Berlin or Rome - all have the prospect of breaking down the perceptions that 
those over 50 want bus tours.   
  
In 2006 you will walk, hike, trek, stroll, ski, skim, sail, float, cycle, ride, bolt, flow, view, browse, & feast your 
eyes & your senses next year in Europe.  So get yourself ready for a roller-coaster ride…. & if only I could 
catch-up with my paperwork I would join you. 
  
Martyn Paterson 
Managing Director 
Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd 
 
 

NEW BROCHURE - THE WALKING SAFARI COMPANY IN 
FRANCE, SPAIN or PORTUGAL 
  
If ever there was a travel brochure that reflected a major change in consumer interests and trends 
then this is it.  Designed for a more mature frequent traveller these holidays provide an informal but 
active look at some of the most beautiful and remote corners of France, Portugal and Spain.   
  
Run by three husband-and-wife teams, Hugh and Jane Arbuthnott in Andalucia, James and Diana 
Tamlyn in France, Adam Hopkins and Gaby Macphedran in Extremadura - all have homes in situ - 
and with the help of locals they have unearthed places to visit, which would otherwise be impossible 
to find.  They take great care to present food typical of the best of what is eaten locally and the same 
attention is given to the quality and variety of wine, mostly local when available but also selected 
from regions throughout France, Portugal and Spain.  Places to stay have been found which have 
charm and character and are often totally private. 
  
Active but not adventurous the WALKING HOLIDAYS are journeys of discovery through valleys and 
villages, stopping for a night or two before moving on towards your eventual goal.  Focused on the 
Lot Valley in southern France, the Rhonda or Arcos valleys in Spain’s exquisite Andalucia and the 
border country between central Spain and Portugal they are for groups of no more than 15 people, 
who need not be energetic walkers but who like the idea of taking exercise in some of the most 
beautiful country imaginable.  What makes the walks unique is the participation of locals, such as the 
muleteer, whose ‘noble and sturdy beasts’ carry your daytime belongings and refreshments including 
local delicacies and wine. 
  
New for 2006 the CAMINO DE SANTIAGO walks offer a 2-part one-week walking tour from the 
Pyrenees to the once third most holy of Christian cities Santiago de Compostela in northwest Spain.  
Like the pilgrims of old each night tour participants will sleep in a different place each night but not in 
Pilgrims hostels, accommodation will range from simple hotels to Spain’s grandest paradors in Leon 
and Santiago. 
  
THE BATTLEFIELD TOURS are historical excursions in Spain and Portugal, which include some 
optional walking.  Tour leaders guide you through the Peninsular War (1808-1813), and Battle of 
Trafalgar (1805). 
  



PAINTING IN SPAIN takes place at Almuna in Andalucia (home of Hugh and Jane Arbuthnott), 
where both the beginner and the more experienced painter can practice and learn with expert tuition, 
enjoying all the pleasures and comforts of this glorious setting. Non-painters are equally welcome to 
take an alternative programme of walking and riding, golf and tennis, or visits to historical cities and 
sherry bodegas. 
  
PAINTING IN FRANCE is centred around the beautiful Lot and Célé valleys where James Tamlyn 
reveals the way we perceive, with drawing and painting sessions in the afternoons.  There will be 
visits to sights including the pre-historic cave of Pech-Merle with optional walking expeditions for 
those who prefer exercise to the arts! The beginner and non-painter are also looked after throughout 
the week. 
  
COOKING AND FRENCH GASTRONOMY  Truffles and foie gras, the versatility of the duck breast, 
and the savoir faire of the French pudding are all part of a varied and gastronomic week, with 
cooking demonstrations by French chefs in the kitchens of various chateaux from the Dordogne to 
the Lot.  There is also an alternative programme of walks and sightseeing. 
  
WINE WALKS  Under the heading Treading the Grape, this walk in France takes you from Bergerac 
to Cahors, with talks, tastings and visits to vineyards. 

  

CALL OUTDOOR TRAVEL ON 1800 331 582 FOR A BROCHURE 
 
  

FULLY SELF-CONTAINED FARMHOUSE APARTMENTS IN 
TUSCANY 
 

        
 
Specialists in active holidays in Europe, Outdoor Travel are delighted to release for the 2006 season 
a brand new brochure with a selection of Tuscan farmstead apartments ideal for those interested 
in walking, cycling, riding, fishing wildlife, good food, sightseeing & history, wine or simply relaxing. 
 
Set in a typical hillside landscape, this 280-hectare historic estate - at 300 metres above sea level - is 
within easy driving distance of San Gimignano, Florence, Siena, Pisa and the Tuscan coastline.  
 
Castellare di Tonda is a wonderfully restored farming estate dating back to the Strozzi, a noble family 
of the Florentine period.  Working with the finest craftsmen from across the region, twelve 
traditional old farmsteads have been lovingly restored and converted into tasteful, fully equipped, 
self-contained 1, 2 and 3-bedroom apartments each with access to a swimming pool / barbeque 
area.     
 
There are plenty of evening activities, a golf practise field, a full equipped riding stable with over 20 
quarter horses and several covered practise areas, massage centre, a beautiful landscaped 
fishing and boating/canoeing lake, a typical Tuscan restaurant, vineyards and wine tasting, olive 
groves and over 30 kilometres of walking or mountain biking trails within the estate.   
 
A professionally staffed children’s club provides a large indoor and outdoor play area and free daily 
activities and supervision for guest’s children. 



 
With quality accommodation and fittings, this is an ideal base for your family holiday or for a group of 
friends to explore Tuscany and Umbria. 
 
Daily or weekly rates are available all year round prices start from just AU$745 per week for a 2-
room apartment for 2 adults & 2 children which includes the use of the apartment & all facilities, 
heating/cooling, domestic appliances, cutlery/crockery etc, water, gas, electricity, linen (changed 
weekly), (non-fenced) swimming pool and public areas (room cleaning and activities are extra costs).   
 
In each apartment a Tuscan Renaissance theme is combined with the comforts of modern life. The 
floors and ceilings in Tuscan ‘cotto’, the aged wooden ceiling beams and the furnishings create a 
warm and homely atmosphere within the apartments.  All are provided with modern facilities 
including spacious bedrooms, modern kitchens, laundry facilities, ensuite bathrooms, quality 
bed linen and towels.  Room servicing is available at extra cost.  There is a small supermarket 
on site and nearby shopping if required and the estate produces its own wine, olives and olive oil.   
 
Castellare Di Tonda is well-equipped, family-friendly resort, an ideal base to explore Tuscany,   
 
For more details of each of the twelve farmhouses in Tuscany click-on to: 
 
http://zope-prod.netc.net.au:8180/sme/outdoortravel/content/castellare   
 
For brochures, information or for reservations: 
 
�         Call Outdoor Travel Toll free 1800 331 582 or (03) 57551743 or Fax (03) 57501020 
�         Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au 
�         Web:  www.outdoortravel.com.au   
�         Mail:  Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright VIC 3741 
�         Travel Agent Licence No 31102 

 
 

CROWN BLUE LINE – SELF-SKIPPERED CRUISERS 
DISCOUNTS  
  
The new 2006 brochure is on it’s way – please call or email to reserve your copy.    
 
Bookings are open for 2006 & we do have special offers which can give you discounts up to 15% on 
your cruising holiday.  Eg Combine it with a Long Hire or Group Hire Discount & you can save up to 
15% on your 2006 boat hire cost. 
  
Other booking discounts are available – call for brochures or reservations – Toll Free 1800 331 582 
or  
 

Click-here to get full fleet and base information for Crown Blue Line or visit our website 
www.outdoortravel.com.a   

 
NEW BOOK & TV SHOW – BOATING ON THE CANAL DU MIDI IN 
FRANCE? 
  
Celebrity chef Rick Stein recently sailed aboard our Go-Barging - European Waterways cruise boat 
Anjodi on the Canal du Midi in southern France.  His new TV program is about to run on the Lifestyle 
TV Channel so we thought we would include one of his typical French style receipes to stimulate 
your cruising palate. 
  
  



Rick Stein's French Odyssey Bouillabaisse (serves 8) 
Ingredients 
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Rouille 
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To cater for the extra demand for places on the canal Du Midi as a result of Rick’s program an 
additional boat has been chartered for 2006.  The 6-berth Alouette is available for group or individual 
reservations now.   
  
Other new inland waterways cruise boats are coming on line in 2006: 
  
MONARCH - A fabulous ultra deluxe 12-passenger vessel available soon in Holland.  
  
HIRONDELLE in FRANCHE COMTE AND BURGUNDY – An 8-passenger hotel barge cruising the 
Franche Comte and Burgundy Regions of France.   
  
LA REINE PEDAUQUE AND NIAGARA - These vessels were introduced to the fleet a few months 
ago and they are an important addition, especially as it allows European Waterways to cater for our 
physically challenged clients.  They offer stair lifts and wheelchair lifts between decks, 
specially adapted Ambassador Suites on both barges and a wheelchair lift into the minibus.  
Now everyone can enjoy hotel barging! 
  
Places are available but limited on all our canal barge cruises for Europe as all boats are receiving 
unprecedented demand.   

  
 



PLANNING A WALK IN NEW ZEALAND – MILFORD TRACK 
AVALABILITY  
  
Many of you will be considering a brief trip to New Zealand over the next few months as ideal 
preparation for a walking holiday in Europe.  Outdoor Travel are booking agents for all the main 
walking tracks & we have brochures & trip information for the Milford, Abel Tasman, Hollyford. Queen 
Charlotte, Stewart Island Kiwi Trek, Tongariro Crossing & many many more. 
  
We keep up to date availability reports for the major routes so call us to check what spaces are still 
available – here is an example of how tight the guided Milford Track walk is over Summer (P = 
double rooms with private facilities, T = twin rooms with private facilities & M = multi-share rooms: 
 

 P T M  P T M  P T M  P T M 

    

    

    

    

  
 Call us now for a copy of our brochures or to make a reservation.  Other New Zealand walks 
available include Routeburn, Abel Tasman, Hollyford valley, Stewart Island, Tongariro, Queen 
Charlotte Walk, Grand Traverse & many many more. 
  
Check our SmartFares website link for low cost airfares to Christchurch, Wellington, 
Auckland or Queenstown on:  
  
Click-here: 
http://203.55.225.24/SmartFares/WebModules/FareQuery/FareQuery.aspx?pid=fqf&user=yk3usgeuwilflr45tpx5wt55&agent=Z8019&site=A
GT34 
  
Check our SureSave Travel insurance link for all 2005/6 costs (but call us first & ask for our 
client discounts on the premiums): 
  
Click-here: http://www.suresave.net.au/home.php?bundle=1&affid=614 

  
(Send us an email if the link doesn’t get straight through: info@outdoortravel.com.au )  



NEW WIDER ECOMOMY SEATS – EARLY BIRD VALUE TO 
EUROPE WITH BRITISH AIRWAYS 
  
Take advantage now of the new lower fares to Europe.  This latest offer – which must be booked 
through Outdoor Travel – gives you $300 credit against the cost of car hire or accommodation in 
Europe with Tempo Holidays plus the advantage of the wider & more spacious World Traveller Plus 
seats with British Airways.  Yes the early bird economy seats are cheaper but in our experience 
these are the first seats to go & the ones you wished you had booked when you see a full plane next 
September! 
 

 
  

World Traveller Plus Earlybird to UK/Europe 
Premium Economy Class 

VALID:   For sale until 24 February 2006  
For departures 01 April 06 – 02 December 06  

Ex Adelaide/ Brisbane/ Darwin/ Melbourne/ Perth/ Sydney  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Call us now to secure your reservation on 1800 331 582 



OUTDOOR TRAVEL AS A GROUP ?  
  
Create your own group holiday…..remember a group can be anything from two couples travelling 
together, a few golfing mates & their partners, up to 20 + members of the local bush-walking club.  
Often the best holidays evolve at a dinner table, over a glass or two of good wine. Be it a week’s 
walking on the Camino de Santiago in Spain, a cruise on a riverboat in France or relaxing at a 
farmhouse in Tuscany, often being with like-minded people can turn a great holiday into a brilliant one! 
  
So think about who you’d like to spend time with & call us to put together your own ‘group’ holiday to 
any of the destinations we cover in our brochures – at whatever price budget or accommodation level.  
Call Sue or Lucie on (03) 57501 441 to talk about your ideas. 
  
  

JUST FLIGHTS TO ANYWHERE?  
  
A reminder that if you are looking for the best airfares to any destination then with access to the latest information 
and up to the minute fare deals through our Smartfares Computer Reservations System, click-on to our website 
www.outdoortravel.com.au and to: Outdoor Travel fares for an up to date quote on your travel plans - 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 
  
Contact Outdoor Travel direct for more details, travel brochures and reservations 

·         Call Toll free 1800 331 582 or (03) 57551743 or Fax (03) 57501020 
·         Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au 
·         Web:  www.outdoortravel.com.au   
·         Mail:  Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright 3741 
·         Travel Agent Licence No 31102 

 



 
ORDER YOUR NEW TRAVEL BROCHURES FOR 2006 
Please tick below & email, fax or post your brochure request & we will send the new brochures to you: 
  
( ) SHERPA EUROPE INN TO INN - Independent self-guided walking in France, Switzerland,  
(   Germany, Italy, Spain & most countries of Europe also mountain expeditions worldwide 
(    including Morocco, Tanzania & South America 
  
( ) SHERPA CYCLING HOLIDAYS - Independent self-guided France, Italy, Spain, the UK, Ireland & 

most places in Europe  
  
(((( ) SHERPA EUROPE – WALKER’S BRITAIN - Independent self-guided walking in England, 
Ireland, Scotland & Wales  
  
(((( ) ATG OXFORD - FOOTLOOSE & FREEWHEELING & WEEKAWAY - Independent & Small Group 
Guided 
            Walking &/or Cycling  - Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, Greece & UK 
  
(((( ) CAMINO DE SANTIAGO – Walking or cycling the Way of St James (France or Spain)  
  
(((( ) WALKING SAFARI COMPANY - Quality small group themed walking holidays in France or 
Spain – with a donkey  
  
(((( ) CROWN BLUE LINE - Self-skippered Canal Boats in France, Holland, Italy, Germany, Scotland, 
England & Ireland 
  
(((( ) GO BARGING – EUROPEAN WATERWAYS - Quality All inclusive Hotel Barges in France, 
Germany, UK & Ireland  
  
(((( ) CANAL & CO – Hotel Barges in most regions of France and Holland 
  
(((( ) CASTELLARE DI TONDA – Tuscan farmhouse self-contained apartments  
  
(((( ) SUNSAIL – Yacht Charter or MileCatcher cruises in Queensland 
  
 OTHER – Please specify: ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
  
NEW ZEALAND WALKING  / CYCLING 
( ) Milford Track Guided or Freedom Walk or the 8-day Ultimate Hike ( ) Grand Traverse 
( ) Abel Tasman        ( ) Hollyford Valley 
Walk 
( ) Tongariro Trek       ( ) Stewart Island 
Kiwi Trek 
( ) Routeburn Walk       ( ) NZ Cycling Tours 
  
AIRFARES – Please quote for flights as follows: From: ……………………To: ……..………… Class: 
………… 
                  Departing: ………………One-way / Return  (please 
indicate) 
 
NAME:  …………………………………. DAYTIME CONTACT: …………………………………………………… 
  
ADDRESS: …………………………………… P’CODE: ….. EMAIL ADDRESS: 
………………………………………. 
  
OTHER REQUESTS: 
…………………..……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Contact Outdoor Travel direct for more details, travel brochures and reservations 

••••         Call Toll free 1800 331 582 or (03) 57551743 or Fax (03) 57501020 
••••         Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au 
••••         Web:  www.outdoortravel.com.au   
••••         Mail:  Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd, PO Box 286, Bright 3741 
••••         Travel Agent Licence No 31102 

 



Notice - this message contains privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the 
addressee named above. If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified 
that you must not disseminate, copy or take any action in reliance on it. If you receive this message in 
error please notify Outdoor Travel Pty Ltd immediately 
  
Please note that you may need Acrobat Reader to view some attached PDF files.  This free plug-in can 
be downloaded from http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.html 
  
  


