CARBON & THE HOLIDAY & WORK ENVIRONMENT
What we can do to make a difference?
With the release of reports into the global impact to the environment of carbon emissions & the use of cars, planes & of power generation we at Outdoor Travel believe we all have a responsibility to try to monitor & reduce our carbon emissions & the use of energy - not only in the business we do but in the way we do business. 

We recycle all our paper, plastics & print cartridges, our letterhead is on ‘conservation’ stock, we use low energy equipment, turn-off un-necessary appliances – including our hot-water system, cycle to work when possible & are very conscious of waste – especially wasting water during this period of prolonged drought.

We look for new ways to improve & to help our customers improve in ways that will help the environment.  Round the globe there have been some creative new information sites that can give you some ideas about how you can look at a personal contribution.

We don’t endorse any of these options & cannot vouch for their effectiveness or credibility but here are three options that may make a difference & make very interesting reading:
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Offsets made simple - 'Carbon Offsetting Explained' (website homepage)

Each time we heat our homes, take a flight or drive the car, CO2 is added into the atmosphere. CO2 is a greenhouse gas that is released when fossil fuels such as oil, gas and coal are burnt. 

Offsetting means paying someone to reduce CO2 in the atmosphere by the same amount that your activities add. In this way you can 'neutralise' or 'balance' the CO2 added by your activities.

Climate Care offsets your CO2 by funding projects around the world. These can be in:

· Renewable energy – this replaces non-renewable fuel such as coal 

· Energy efficiency – this reduces the amount of fuel needed 

· Forest restoration – this absorbs CO2 from the atmosphere as the trees grow

So as well as taking steps to reduce your 'carbon footprint' you can offset what remains, helping to promote low-carbon technologies where they make the most impact.

Find out more about buying offsets, or our approach to carbon reduction projects.
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More than 30 billion kilowatt-hours of energy are wasted because many of us simply forget to shut down our computers when we’re not using them. If we could just improve the efficiency of how we use our PCs, the savings in energy costs would be over $3 billion dollars! The CO2 emissions from just 15 computers are equivalent in energy terms to the gas consumption used by one car.

Learn More About PC Power Consumption... 
LocalCooling is a 100% free power management tool from Uniblue Labs that allows users to optimise their energy savings in minutes and as a result reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions.
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Download the 100% Free LocalCooling Application and it automatically optimises your PC's power consumption by using a more effective power save mode. You will be able to see your savings in real-time translated to more environmental terms such as how many trees and gallons of oil you have saved. 
Local Cooling will:
· Cut your energy bills.

· Reduce the amount of Greenhouse Gas CO2 emissions as a result of your reduced PC power consumption. 

· Give you full control over your power mode settings.

· Improve your overall computing experience and efficiency. 

· Show you in detail how much you have saved since installing the software. 

Learn more about the LocalCooling Application and how it will help you save energy! 
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Our goal is to introduce 100,000,000 PC users into the Local Cooling community. If just 100 million of us optimise the efficiency of our computers’ energy consumption, we could prevent over 300 billion kg of CO2 gas emissions, equivalent to over 1.8 billion gallons of oil, in just the first year alone. Take Part in Our Project to Spread the Word about LocalCooling



See:  http://www.localcooling.com/facts/ & please spread the word
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A Victorian based solution - http://www.treesmart.com.au 

Each year, the average Australian vehicle emits about 4.3 tonnes of carbon dioxide - the major Greenhouse Gas. While various attempts are being made in the transport sector to reduce vehicle use and emissions, through programs such as TravelSmart, an alternative way of reducing Greenhouse Gases in the atmosphere is to remove them after they have been emitted via carbon sequestration in trees.

The TreeSmart program aims to remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere by planting, maintaining and harvesting plantation eucalypt trees. The TreeSmart program is different to some other carbon sequestration programs that plant trees and leave them un-maintained as a perpetual forest. 

Research by TreeSmart Australia has shown that plantations that are harvested on a regular rotation can absorb more CO2 over their lifetime than can a perpetual forest, when one counts the carbon still sequestered in timber products derived from the plantation, or the reduction in fossil fuel use as a result of using the harvested timber as fuel wood. They can also do this more cost-effectively because the cost of planting in subsidised by the revenue obtained from the harvest.

The TreeSmart program will operate by selling subscriptions to Australian travellers (motorists, road freight operators, public transport travellers, air travellers, conference attendees) to enable the CO2 emissions from their travel to be absorbed (sequestered) in eucalypt trees grown for eventual harvesting and replanting. 

Contact Outdoor Travel for more details - call (03) 57551743 or Email: info@outdoortravel.com.au
